Professors give students hints on passing their math classes

By Shannon Clary
Staff Reporter

The math faculty gave stu-
dents important tips on how
to become successful in math,
through a workshop.

Om Oct. 3, three math fac-
ulty members held a workshop
called “How to Succeed in a
Math Class”™.

It was aimed to help students
become mare successful inmath,
Barbara Hunter, Terry Meerdink
and Allzn Walton were present
to answer questions.

The atmosphere was very
informal and the smdents were
able to decide what was going
to be discussed.

The first issue discussed was
note taking, Many students be-
lieve they should copy down
everything the teacher writes on
the hoard.

The hest advice the faculty
had was not to write down every
single word, but ahead of time
read over the textbook, while
taking notes.

Then when it 15 being taught
in class it is not necessary to
write mindlessly, the student
will already have a general idea
of what iz being taught.

Another important issue was
studying. The most important
thing to remember about study-
ing is to do it consistently, and
not just the night before the
test. )

Also, to go over the notes
and do practice problems from
the book.

“Think of it like a game. If
you practice a lot you will do
well,” said Barbara Hunter, a
math professor.

Asking questions will get a
student very far in the class. The
faculty said the best students are
not necessarily the ones who get
the highest grades, but the ones
who ask the most questions.
Also, being there every day
will help smdents be success-
ful. When picking a math class
make sure you can be there ev-
ery day and vou have time on
your own o stady.

The best:piece of advice
however has nothing to do with
studying or note taking,

“Have confidence. People
have a lot of anxiety. At High-
ling we have resources avail-
able. Believe that if vou want
to succeed, if you're willing to
put effort into it, you can do ex-
tremely well,” said Allan Wal-
ton, & math professor,

A good atitude will also help
a student in math.

Stopping the negative talk
such as T hate math” and *I
can't do it" will help a smdent
feel more positive in math,

“It’s acceptable in our soci-
ety to say vou hate math. Soci-
ety needs to overcome that, it's
all about attitude,” said Terry
Meerdink, & math professor.

Meerdink had an answer for
why she thinks students have
trouble in math.

“It i5 a vicious cycle. Teach-
ers and parents don’t stress it
enough as they do reading and
writing,” Meerdink said.

Alsa, there is that constantly
asked guestion of “When will
1 even use math in the real
world?" Meerdink has an an-
swer for that toa.

“It's acceptable
in our society to
say you hate math.
Society needs to
overcome that, it’s
all about attitude.”

— Terry Meerdink

“You use math so much in
the real world. It's all used out
there. It gives you a logical way
of thinking, even if it's not about
math,” said Meerdink.

She believes when students
start having trouble in they don’t
receive enough encouragement
Her best advice is to start with
lower level math classes and
work your way up to the higher
levels.

The math department is there
to show support to anvone who
shows they care.

The math department has
many more workshops sched-
uled.

The next one is on Tuesday,
Oct. 16, It will be about Student
Success Stories in Mathematics,
the time iz TBA.

On Wednesday, Oct. 24 there
will be an Overcoming Test
Anxiety workshop at 2:30 p.m.
the math resource cemter. All
workshops will be held in the
math resource center.

WORRIED About Your Math class?
STRESSING Over A Math Test?
Going BERSERK Over Math Homework?

Resource Center
A great place to learn!

Math

"Located in Bldg. 26, room 319H, just inside the
Tutoring Center. It's all FREE!]
Open M-Th 8am-7:30pm, Fri Bam-1pm

No need to sign up.

HOW TO WRITE A& WINNING
PERSONAL STAEMENT!

Dont Miss Out!

TRANSFER STUDENTS!

Attend this session and you will learn how to submit a
great personal essay with your transfer admission
application! Learn‘how to make your application come
“ALIVE” with some excellent writing and content tips!

Choose either session:
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